SHEPHERD'S  NEEDLE,  VENUS'  COMB,

pecten-vcneris L.

317. Shepherd's Needle, Venus* Comb, Scandix pectei
vener/s L. (X i); annual up to about 1 ft. high, sometimes muc
branched and spreading from the base; stems with short sti
spreading hairs; leaves sheathing at the base, on slender stalk:
twice to thrice pinnate and dissected into fine narrow acut
segments, glabrous or with short stiff hairs; umbels usual!
2 together, terminal and leaf-opposed, on short peduncles
bracts leafy, deeply divided into 2 acute lobes (A, X 3); flowet
(C, X 2J) very shortly stalked, few (5-8) in each umbel (B, X Ij
small and white; petals (D, X 6) very unequal, white; style
(E, X 5) 2, very short; ovary soon elongating into the long awl
like long-beaked fruit about 2 in. long (F, X 0), the latter wit
short ascending teeth on the margins; fruit-body lined wit1
dark vittas (family UmbclUferae).

Common in waste places and cornfields and flowering with th
corn. The make-up (morphology) of this species is quite interest
ing; it is an annual (most British Umbelliferae are perennial)
and the umbels are usually paired and terminal and opposite t<
the last leaf (leaf-opposed), one maturing in advance of the other
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